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ACTIVITY ONE

Australian Sea Lions and their Habitats

Overview

Explain to the class that their task is to
design and make a model of an Australian
sea lion’s sustainable habitat! They can
create a safe and fun place for one of
Australia’s sea lions to enjoy, play within
and source their food.

Background Science for Students:
Habitats

Every organism, plant or animal lives in

a habitat. A habitat is another name for
their local environment. A habitat is a
place where a collection of organisms,
plants and animals live and which provides
them with food and shelter. Cracks in a
path, seashores, gardens and ponds are all
examples of habitats. Habitats can be big
(a forest, for example) or small (a leaf, for
example).

Survival of individual species of animals and
plants depends on the health of the habitat
in which they live. The main cause of
species extinction is loss of their habitat. If
there isn't a place to live, life cannot occur.
Everyone can take action for habitats.

The Essential Question

What might Australian sea lions need to be
safe and healthy?

The Scenario

You are invited to create a safe and fun
place for an Australian sea lion to live.

Sea lions need to have space to rest,
socialise and breed, they also require
shelter for young pups as well as food to
eat, and good clean water to swim in.

Your task is to imagine what their ultimate
sustainable habitat might look like!

Your group can either write and draw,
record and video, or design and make

a model of the ultimate sustainable
Australian sea lion’s habitat, accompanied
by a text about what an Australian sea lion
might need, now and in the future, to grow,
and survive in nature.
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Suggested Learning Process

DEFINE

Share the essential question with the class
and talk about what they need to be safe
and healthy.

Present the scenario, assign teams if
appropriate, and ask students to define the
task they have been set.

DISCOVER

Go outside, visit a home garden, reserve or
park and observe any animals. Brainstorm
what these animals might need to remain
safe and healthy.

Connect with nature and explore habitats
in the school grounds. Every part of the
school grounds is a habitat. Observe what
might live in the cracks of a path or the
crown of a tree. Find out what livesin a
tussock of native grass, dry creek bed,
pond, under rocks or shrubs.

Be with nature and discover what
something eats, where it lives, how it
moves, and where it shelters.

View the YouTube movie trailer 'Sea
Lions. Life By A Whisker’ (1:31 mins) or “a

Line in the Sand” (12:37 mins) and look at
photographs of sea lions in books or online
and explore what an Australian sea lion
needs to be safe and healthy.

Share stories and view photographs about
sea lions, their habitats and needs. For
example:

e ‘Australian Sea Lions’ by Carmel Reilly
(2009 Oxford University Press)

e 'Australian Sea Lions’ by Claire Saxby
and Graham Byrne (2020 Macmillan
Books)

e ‘'FurSeals and Sea Lions’ by Roger
Kirkwood and Simon Goldsworthy
(2013 CSIRO Publications)

Identify their specific habitat needs — food,
water, shelter, and places to raise their
young. Talk about where the suggested
elements might be located. For example,
sea lions need shelter that might be found
in rock crevices, beneath cliffs, under
boulders along coastlines, or they can
utilise a particular species of plant. They
need fish and seafood to eat that are found
in the ocean. They need places to raise their
pups. They need protection...
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DREAM

Ask students to visualise their chosen
sea lion's habitat and what it might look,
sound, and feel like.

Ask students to imagine the steps involved
in creating their sea lion’s ultimate habitat.
Challenge students to think about the
materials, tools, and equipment they will
need to make or draw their healthy, and
safe habitat.

Ask students to imagine how they are
going to create a text about what an
Australian sea lion might need, now and in
the future, to grow and survive in nature.

DESIGN

Invite students to design its safe, and
healthy habitat.

Ask students to write/scribe a text about
what their Australian sea lion might need,
now and in the future, to grow, and survive
in nature.

Talk about the importance of a good title
and ask students to decide on a title for the
text.

Ask students to draft the steps involved
in making their chosen habitat for an
Australian sea lion.

Ask students to gather the materials, tools,
and equipment needed and then make the

safe and healthy habitat for their chosen
Australian Sea Lion. Photograph students
at work.

DELIVER

Share student work samples showing what
animals need to be safe and healthy and
read aloud texts about what Australian sea
lion might need, now and in the future, to
grow and survive in nature.

Create a display of student’s work and
enjoy a day of learning about healthy and
safe habitats for Australian sea lion.

Share students’ work samples and
showcase their learning.

DEBRIEF
Ask students to:

e Reflect on what things outside their
local place might affect the habitat
they created.

¢ Draw something new they discovered
regarding what Australian Sea Lions
need to be safe and healthy.

e Describe their favourite memory of
creating their work samples.

e Discuss what they learned about what
Australian sea lions might need, now
and in the future, to grow and survive
in nature.
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CURRICULUM
CONNECTIONS

Australian Curriculum

SCIENCE (ACARA, 2015a)

Foundation & Year 1
Science Understanding - Biological
sciences

Living things have basic needs, including
food and water ACSSUoo02

Living things live in different places where
their needs are met ACSSU211

Foundation
Science Inquiry Skills

Respond to questions about familiar
objects and events ACSISo14

Participate in guided investigations and
make observations using the senses

ACSISo11

Engage in discussions about observations
and represent ideas ACSIS233

Share observations and ideas ACSISo12

Year1
Science Inquiry Skills

Respond to and pose questions, and make
predictions about familiar objects and
events ACSISo24

Participate in guided investigations to
explore and answer questions ACSISo25

Use informal measurements to collect
and record observations, using digital
technologies as appropriate ACSIS026

Use a range of methods to sort
information, including drawings and
provided tables and through discussion,
compare observations with predictions
ACSISo27

Compare observations with those of others
ACSIS213

Represent and communicate observations
and ideas in a variety of ways ACSISo29
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